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FRIDAY APRIL 23RD, 2021
St. John 14:26                   “FINALLY FREE, PART IV”
Reflect/Apply:  1. Why should I go to school since I have the Holy Spirit to teach me? 2. Should we be controlled by the will of man ? 3. How can one be sure of the right interpretation of scripture?  4. Who delivered us from bondage? 5. How is one’s mind transformed?  6. When is the best time to chase after God? 
     Pentecostal churches in the sixties emphasized tongues as one having the Holy Spirit. While one may have their personal viewpoint, it is important to bring one’s personal viewpoint to the whole. God is not the Author of confusion. 1 Corinthians 14:33. While the Holy Spirit is the teacher, it does not mean one should not go to school and be taught. The Lord gave us pastors and teachers to help us grow in our salvation. We may think we are hearing from God, but we may be hearing from our own desires and wants, which may cause us to take scriptures out of context. Therefore, we must never stop learning, but continue to learn. We must be free enough to live for God and not be controlled by the will of man. 

     Christians were taught not to wear pants based on Deuteronomy 22:5. However, no one wore pants in those days. Therefore, this represented a wrong interpretation of scripture, which put many Christians in bondage. Matthew 5:39 tells us to turn the other cheek. Are we to be doormats? It is imperative to ask the Lord to explain the meaning of certain passage of scriptures to us. The Lord wants to guide and direct our paths. Proverbs 3:5-6. 
     Romans 8 seeks to help those who are in bondage. One may be in bondage to their past. It could be past scars, past mistakes that keeps you in chains and condemned. However, there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ! Satan comes to keep us in bondage with a defeated mind-set. However, Jesus came to set us free from bondage and to make us free by knowing and applying the truth of His Word. Jesus will remind us of what we have already been taught. 
     The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made us free from the law of sin and death. A law is always constant. The law of gravity says what goes up must come down. It’s the same whatever state you live in. One will need another law to overcome the law of gravity. Likewise, we were under the law of sin and death. However, the law of the Spirit in Christ Jesus has made us free from the law of sin and death. My God! We have something to rejoice about. We are not in bondage or under condemnation from our past. The law could not free us but God sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh. Romans 8:3. Now, we are free enough to change. Our mind is being transformed by the illumination of new information from the Word of God. Romans 12:1-2. His Word is alive, and the truth will make us free! Romans 8:32
     People are calling on God during this pandemic. However, we need to be calling on the Lord in good times as well. Why should we need a crisis in our lives to begin to chase after God? God is altogether Good! He is good to the core!  Everything He does is good! Psalms 119:68.
